
Before the Board of Zoning Adjustment, D. C.  

Appl icat ion No. 11690 of Galli l-ee B a p t i s t  church, pursuant t o  
Sec t ion  8207.1 of t he  Zoning Regulations f o r  var iances  t o  
permit the  cons t ruc t ion  of a church a s  provided by Sec t ions  
3303.1,  3303.1  and 3304.1 of the  r egu la t ions  which would 
al low 100% Lot occupancy of the  proposed s t r u c t u r e  which i s  
loca ted  i n  a R-4 D i s t r i c t  a t  1200 Cons t i t u t ion  Avenue, N. E , ,  
Lots 833, 838, 839, 840, Square 1010, 

HEARING DATE: August 2 1 ,  1974 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: August 2 7 ,  1974 

F I N D I N G S  OF FACT: 

I. The app l i can t  proposed t o  cons t ruc t  a church which 
would cover 100% of the  subject proper ty .  

2 .  The sub jec t  proper ty  i s  loca ted  i n  the R-4 D i s t r i c t ,  
which i s  r e s i d e n t i a l  i n  na ture  and permits conversions of 
s ingle-family dwellings t o  dwellings f o r  two o r  more f ami l i e s  
with c e r t a i n  a r e a  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  This D i s t r i c t  i s  not  an 
apartment house d i s t r i c t  because conversion of e x i s t i n g  
s t r u c t u r e s  i s  con t ro l l ed  by a minimum l o t  a rea  per  family 
r equ i r  emen t . 

3.  Churches a r e  permit ted a s  a u s e  a s  a mat te r  of r i g h t  
i n  a l l  zone D i s t r i c t s ,  however, a l l  he igh t  bulk and a rea  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  apply t o  churches a s  s t r u c t u r e s .  

4 .  The Zoning Regulations a t  Sec t ion  3304.1, r e q u i r e  the  
app l i can t  t o  provide a r e a r  yard of  20  f e e t  and l i m i t  l o t  
occupancy t o  60 per  cent .  

5.  The app l i can t  t e s t i f i e d  a t  Publ ic  Hearing t h a t  a 
p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t y  e x i s t s  t o  the  church, by reason t h a t  
i t  hag outgrown i t s  p resen t  church f a c i l i t y  because of increase  
i n  church enrollment.  

6.  The Capi to l  H i l l  Res tora t ion  Soc ie ty  supports  the 
a p p l i c a n t ' s  proposal. and s t a t e d  by l e t t e r  t o  the  Board, t h a t  
because of the  s p e c i a l  u s e  proposed by the  a p p l i c a n t ,  and 
the  apparent need of the  church ' s  congregation, t h a t  an undue 
hardship  would r e s u l t  from s t r i c t  a p p l i c a t i o n  of the Zoning 
Regulations because of the  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  involved, 
The s o c i e t y  f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  t he  proposed s t r u c t u r e  would 
not d e t r a c t  from or  have an adverse a f f e c t  on the  neighborhood. 
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7 .  There was no oppos i t ion  r e g i s t e r e d  a t  t he  Publ ic  
Hearing . 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 

Based upon the above f ind ings ,  the  Board concludes t h a t  
the app l i can t  has  not  e s t a b l i s h e d  the  necessary proof t o  
support  the requested variance a s  requi red  by Sec t ion  8207.11 
of the  Zoning Regulations.  
t h a t  the increase  of church m e m b e r s  i s  no t  i n  t h i s  case pecu l i a r  
and except iona l  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t y  wi th in  the  meaning of 
the  var iance c lause  (8207.11). I n  a d d i t i o n ,  the  Board concludes 
t h a t  the g ran t ing  of var iances  which would allow a 100% l o t  
occupancy i n  the  R-4 zone which has  a primary purpose t o  
s t a b i l i z e  remaining one-family dwelling, would impair the  
i n t e n t ,  purpose and i n t e g r i t y  of t he  zone plan a s  embodied 
i n  the  Zoning Regulations and Map. 

I t  is  the opinion of t he  Board, 

ORDERED : 

That the  above a p p l i c a t i o n  be DENIED. 

VOTE : 

5-0 

BY ORDER OF THE D .  C .  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED By: 

Sec re t a ry  t o  the  Board 

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: 


